PREFACE

THIS book has been written to prove that there exists in this
mighty world in which we live, an Invisible Influence that rules
our daily lives. That Influence can be for good or for evil,
according to our desire. In order to bring forcefully home this
truth, the mysteries of the East and the Far East have been fully
explored in a long tour which was made, as it were, in search of
the Holy Grail, more ancient than any known to history. The
conception of a Universal Mind of which man's mind is just a
fragment, is put forth, and the study of this Great Master of Destiny
has been made most clear through the study of hypnotism as
practised by the world's leading exponents in the East.

Great Britain owes to Alexander Ersldne the serious intro-
duction of hypnotism to the medical profession and its practical
adoption as a scientific study and a therapeutic agent far superior
to any of our drugs; this science is practised to perfection in the
Orient, the wonders of which were first bodily demonstrated to
a European World by the greatest healer and exponent of all time,
Jesus Christ. In the East the Yogis are the great exponents and
past masters in the art; there it is used to an extent almost beyond
our ken, in genuine clairvoyance, telepathy, and healing or destroy-
ing of life at a distance, which only those who have witnessed such
mighty facts can adequately appreciate.

That Black Magic does exist, these pages bear testimony by
eminent men, including at least one Judge of the High Court of
Justice; and the Biblical doctrine of the Demonistic theory of
insanity would appear to be more scientific than our "lip-service"
psychology of to-day. The withering of the fig tree was no
imagination of the historical writers of old, but is an art practised
to-day in the outlying villages of real India by the Yogi; who,
after attaining powers over the lives of plants and trees, learns the
psychic rules that govern the lives of animals and, having perfected
himself to these, finally turns his unceasing attention in the mastery
of human beings for the benefit of mankind. In every fold black
sheep abound, and even in the Yoga Philosophy, occasionally,
there are those saints who fall away from their high ideals and
begin to use their developed powers for selfish ends; this is the
birth of Black Magic, in which by the evoking of evil powers,